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PREROGATIVE
Don’t Forget Your Little Sisters
By Raye John Belcher 
Associate Editor
Black higher education owes much 
gratitude to philanthropy, the act of 
unselfishly supplying capital in order, 
ideally, to enhance the general 
advancement of others.
Here at Spelman College, alumnae, 
individuals, and distinguished families, 
such as the Rockefellers and the
By Marva Tanner
We are aware of the sentiments that 
students have expressed about the 
Office of Student Financial Services. 
Therefore, I want to share with you 
how I feel the year has evolved.
It all began in mid July-and look at 
now how time did ff -
It was then that we realized that FAO 
was three persons shy.
While we were completing freshman 
awards and trying to lay them 
aside,
Inquisitive, returning students began to 
call who could not be denied.
The many calls and requests gathered
like the dust
While the input of data became a must. 
The heavy load increased by walk-ins, 
and visits to the South and the city
We’d yet to call the meeting of the 
scholarship committee.
Families came to the college for 
students "yet unborn"
Inquiring about dollars that were not 
yet our own.
Existing staff began to vacation,
As Feds began quests for input on
REALLOCATION!
In came the temporary team 
To enter data and put out full steam! 
Calculators were supplied to assure
that packaging be clean.
We’d work until late hours with the 
"logged on" computer
To insure that we had loaded the on- 
time returning students.
But, to our amazement, those who 
would call
Would be the ones with no data at all. 
Feds, Lenders, Guarantors were
changing rules of the game
That had to be applied when October
Cosbys, have donated large sums of 
money to ensure this institution’s 
growth and to support or encourage 
Spelmanites to live up to Spelman’s 
notion of developing strong, well- 
rounded, and independent women who 
achieve.
These contributions are wonderful; 
however, we must remember that to 
give is just as important as to receive. 
As we leave fair Spelman behind, we 
must remember to give back to the 
place that has given us so much.
Even better, as "poor" as most of 
us college students are, it is possible 
to start giving back NOW as students.
According to Pat Johnson, Director 
of Alumnae Affairs at Spelman 
College, enrolled Spelmanites have 
historically participated in giving 
money back to this institution in 
mainly three ways: classes have 
competed through raising funds, this 
year two organizations, Granddaughter’s 
Club and Pre-Alumnae Council, 
participated in the Founders Day Rally 
for Spelman Spirit Day, and the 
Spelman Student Government
No Money! No Money! . .
1 came.
We assisted by complying with near- 
completed. applications
Only to learn later of outdated, refiled 
information (some state loans). 
Perhaps you gave vent by calls or a
letter
Neither of which made us feel better. 
All through the year we don’t think we
brought cheer
But we are grateful for the end of this 
tortuous year.
How wonderful it is to say the right 
thing
And look forward to what the next year 
will bring.
Forgetting the gamemanship, we’re 
looking ahead for better results from 
all we plan with the new system of 
packaging, MICROFAIDS. Following 
is the planned financial aid procedure 
for the 1991-92 academic year:
* Notification of aid will run on a 
first come first serve basis.
* Students who file the required 
forms with the processing agencies, 
CSS or ACT, will receive comments 
from the services indicating what other 
information Spelman requires in order 
to process their financial aid request.
*The Office of Student Financial 
Services will send a follow-up letter to 
each student who has completed the 
College Scholarship Services or ACT 
form and the Spelman College 
application. This letter will stipulate 
what information is needed by the 
Office of Student Financial Services to 
begin processing their request for 
financial aid.
’Students who have aid that does 
not require verification will have their
Association will donate money to 
Spelman on behalf of the student body.
Ms. Johnson believes, however, that 
a new way of students giving back 
needs to be cultivated.
"Every year each student should 
give at least one to five dollars to 
Spelman College," she said. "This 
amount is not much, but considering 
that the student body consists of almost 
1700 students, collectively it is a whole 
lot."
She said that the name of every 
student who donates to the college 
appears in the Spelman Messenger and 
the amount received is not revealed. 
She sincerely believes that every 
student can and should donate every 
year because Alumnae Affairs will 
accept any amount that Spelmanites can 
give.
No, one does not need to be a 
Rockefeller or a Cosby to be a 
philanthropist.
In fact, the November 1990 issue 
of Emerge suggests that the wave of 
the future is for philanthropic 
contributions to be made and
No Money?
aid awarded and will be moved to the 
Office of Student Accounts for 
disbursement.
*Once student information is 
received in the Office of Student 
Financial Services, an aid verification 
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foundations to be started by people of 
modest circumstances.
Emerge says that, "Overall, the 
number of black philanthropists is 
rising, and the indicators seem to point 
to more increases in the next century." 
An encouraging fact.
The above quote from Emerge is 
particularly encouraging because of a 
statement Emmett D. Carson, former 
director of the Joint Center for Political 
Studies’ Project on Black Philanthropy 
and currently a program officer with 
the Ford Foundation, makes in the 
same magazine. He says, "black 
philanthropy is self-help."
Black people, including black 
women, have a history of hating 
themselves.
In the spirit of Emerge’s predictions 
and Carson’s statement, let us start to 
stop self-hatred by perpetrating self- 
help.
Spelmanites, let us help ourselves 
and our future little sisters. Do not 
wait until you are an alumna; start 
now.
Give back. Give back. Give 
back!
requiring the student’s signature will be 
sent to the student, further stressing the 
importance of signatures on documents 
that they must submit to the office.
♦If a student meets verification, the 
Office of Student Financial Services 
Continued on page 12
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1991-92
Election Results
Spelman Student Government Association Officers
Treasurer - Crystal Sidberry
Corresponding Secretary - Helene Archibald 
Recording Secretary - Germayne Crow 
Parliamentarian - Brieu Madison 
Publicity Chair - Erika Gordon
♦Representative to NCBCSG - Charmagne Helton 
♦NCBCSG = National Collegiate Black Caucus Student Government
President 
Katrina Myers
Co-Social Chair - 
Adrienne Smith 
Kimberly Yates
Co-Advisory Chair - 
Marian Batts 
Kendra Floyd
(From left to right) Third Attendant Keisha Jones, Second 
Attendant Liwaza Green, Ms. Spelman - DeShaunda Gooden 
and First Attendant Kimberly Griffie
Vice President 
Richele Jordan
Spotlight Editor - 
Elisa Smith
Spotlight Associate Editor 
Riché Richardson
Reflections Editor - 
Erika Jackson
Media Specialist - 
Rita Collins
Junior Class Officers
President - Beatrice Donald
Vice-President - Julia Saunders
Treasurer - Dionne Nelson
Corresponding Secretary - Andrea Horton 
Recording Secretary - Allison McGriff
Senior Class Officers
President - Cecelia Armstrong
Corresponding Secretary - Ladonya Massie 
Recording Secretary - Kimberly Price 
SGA Representative - Rusell Jefferies 
Judiciary Representative - Erika Spicer
Financial Advisor - Stephanie Hawkins
SGA Representative - Darlene Abernathy 
Kelly Gray
Co-Social Chair - Niambi Bailey
Alzetta Bozeman
Co-Publicity Chair - Maricia Bennekin 
Tai Alicia Luke
Media Specialists - Mia Chapman 
Valerie Green
Judiciary Representative - Kali Bracy
Sophomore Class Officers
President - Vera Jordan
Vice-President - Kristy Holley
Treasurer - Dana Clark
Corresponding Secretary - Sherie Randolph
Recording Secretary - 
Rashawn White
SGA Representative - 
Daphne Walker 
Kamili Williams
Co-Social Chair - 
Meera Bowman 
Nia Phillips





Judiciary Representative - 
Jennifer Jackson
Photos taken by Alanna Conley.
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By Riché Richardson
Time flies!
I can’t believe that I’ll be a junior 
next semester.
In other words, my college days, 
the days that adults in the "real world" 
tell me to enjoy because I’ll look back 
and say "that was the best time of my 
life,'*?have reached the halfway mark.
My college days are crucial 
because they will set the foundation for 
the rest of my life. Therefore, I want 
to be sure that I’m using these precious 
days well.
First, I’m really scared that I’m not 
presently discovering everything that I 
need to discover.
I don’t want to look back when I 
finally become a senior and find out 
that I didn’t do enough to cushion my 
entry into the "real world."
I want to do all that I can do now 
to ensure that I set a good foundation 
for my future career.
I’ll never forget the emptiness that 
I felt during my senior year of high 
school when I realized that I’d missed 
out on opportunities that could have 
helped me to set an even better 
foundation for college.
I accomplished a lot during those 
days; yet, I could have accomplished a 
lot more if I’d known initially what I 
ultimately discovered.
I’m not meticulous about 
everything, and I’m not a person who’s 
never satisfied.
I just don’t want to feel like 
kicking myself senior year for not 
knowing something that I should have
». known.
Second, I want to develop an even 
better sense of who I am. I have a 
good sense of who I am, but I want a 
great sense of who I am.
When I came to Spelman, I was a 
young lady who refused to deem 
herself a bona-fide woman because she 
had neither learned nor experienced 
enough to bestow such a powerful, 
honorable title upon herself. She only 
knew that she would use her Spelman 
experience to get closer to wholeness 
and womanhood.
Well, I still want to be closer to 
being a woman for all seasons when I 
leave Spelman in two years, and I 
always want integrity and high 
standards to govern my life.
I don’t believe that a person can 
ever feel whole on earth. However, I 
do believe that a person reaches a 
point when she has profound power 
over herself, security, and fulfillment.
She never doubts that she is
lovable, capable, and beautiful.
f; lí;..
» i;
A Fork in the Road
Riché Richardson is a sophomore English major from Montgomery, Alabama. 
She will serve as the 1991-92 Associate Editor for the Spotlight.
Photo taken by Alanna Conley.
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She believes this whether others, 
especially men, believe it or not.
She knows this because she loves 
and accepts herself completely; she has 
"that’s right, I am somebody" and "yes, 
I believe in me" written all over her 
beautiful face.
I want to be strong enough and 
woman enough to face the challenges 
that will bombard me when my days at 
Spelman end.
In essence, I never want to lose 
any of who I am because I’ve fought 
hard to become who I am. Yet, I 
want to enhance myself.
Third, I want to gain all that I can 
possibly gain from my education here 
at Spelman.
I would cheat myself if I primarily 
made college a career-ticket.
Each test-filled, paper-typing day I 
must resist the temptation to simply 
make the grade.
A shallow "A” is not okay.
Essentially, I want to become more 
of a scholar. I read a lot, and I’ve 
learned a lot. Yet, I’m scared that I’m 
not learning enough.
So much is waiting to be 
discovered. So many ideas are waiting 
to be contemplated by an analytical 
mind.
Never again will I have the 
opportunity to be surrounded by so 
many young, intelligent people again
who are primarily scholars.
Therefore, I’m worried that I’m not 
using my time with them well enough. 
I’m not meeting as many fellow 
scholars as I should get to know.
Fourth, I’m worried that I’m not 
doing enough to make my dreams 
come true.
God has given me the power to 
make my dreams realities.
Also, in life, God always turns 
every "no" into a "yes." Therefore, if 
my dreams don’t come true in the ways 
that I want them to materialize, then I 
know that God will provide me with 
something more rewarding than what I 
wanted at first.
Even the crosses that I’ve been sent 
in my life have made me a stronger 
person.
Essentially, I want to be satisfied 
with myself and my accomplishments 
when I leave Spelman.
Only I can turn myself into a 
better person. I’ve been taught that 
God helps those who help themselves.
I’ve got to do enough now to 
ensure that I am where I want to be 
during my ultimate days at Spelman.
Fifth, I want to enjoy my friends 
to the fullest extent while all of us are 
here together.
When college is over, we’ll go our 
separate ways. More than likely, we’ll 
write, call, and visit one another from
time to time. Nevertheless, it won’t be 
the same because we’ll never be as 
"together" again as we are now.
They are a part of my everyday 
life now, so I want to make sure that 
I cherish each day that we have 
together.
At times, I don’t feel that I’m 
taking full advantage of the time that 
we have together now.
For example, I don’t go out with 
them as often as I should because I’ve 
never been much of an outgoing person 
in a social sense. I want my friends to 
be a part of my life for the rest of my 
life.
Therefore, I’m going to work with 
them now to set an even better 
foundation for lifelong relationships.
Sixth, I’ve heard numerous females 
express the sentiment "I need/want a 
man!!!!!!!!!!!!!!" Naturally, I, too, am 
concerned about establishing 
meaningful ties with males. I’ve had 
great ideas for a long time about what 
makes a good relationship. Yet, I 
haven’t put those ideas to use lately in 
actual situations.
I’m afraid that I’m limiting myself 
by not meeting and getting to know 
more guys. I won’t know how 
practical and realistic my ideas are 
unless I actually put them to use.
People learn by doing and 
experiencing things.
One of my friends said, "Richd, if 
you don’t start taking the initiave now, 
you may spend your life waiting for 
your man for all seasons."
I really need to learn to swallow 
my pride and admit my feelings when 
they emerge instead of fearing 
rejection. I don’t like to put my pride 
and emotional stability on the line.
Yet, life is about chances. Maybe 
I’ll try to speak up from now on when 
Cupid’s arrow hits me and sparks my 
interest in a guy, for I don’t want to 
look back someday when it’s too late 
and wish I had.
Finally, I have two more years at 
Spelman. If I try hard enough, then I 
know that I can make my dreams 
materialize with the help of the Lord.
I know that I can get closer to 
being the woman for all seasons that I 
long to be. I have the power within 
me to hit the stars. This is a crucial 
point in my life.
I’ve reached another fork in the 
road. With God’s help, I want to take 
the path that will make me look back 
someday, and in the words of Robert 
Frost say:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and 
I -1 took the one less traveled by, and 
that has made all the difference.
Spelman:
110 Years of Sisterhood
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CAMPUS NEWS
Talk About Teachers, Tenure,
By Elisa Smith
Program turned demonstration 
turned protest turned rally . . . panel 




Let’s try ignorance vs. knowledge.
The week before Founders Week 
will go down in our Sister President’s 
history books as "probably one of the 
worst weeks since I’ve been at 
Spelman."
Why?
Here’s the full story:
English professor Dr. Joe Reese 
informed his students that he had been 
denied tenure because "I don’t want 
students thinking I’m just quitting. . . 
And if I’m not here, I don’t want 
students speculating on that reason," he 
said in a personal interview.
He also. stated that he has two 
student "mentees" and being denied 
tenure "certainly affects the future of 
our relationship."
Referring to when he told students 
that he had been denied tenure, Dr. 
Reese said, "At that point, there 
seemed to be a great outpouring of 
emotion on the part of the students."
Exemplifying this emotion, seniors 
Susan Levy and Carla Molette 
organized two meetings with other 
interested students to discuss "concerns 
about the English department and the 
Humanities [division]," said Levy in a 
later forum.
The meetings were held Thursday, 
March 28, in Quarles Library and the 
Women’s Studies Center in Giles Hall.
By Ayodeji Griffin
The Spelman College Jazz 
Ensemble, under the direction of 
Joseph W. Jennings, presented its 
annual Spring Jazz Concert at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 13, 1991, in Spelman 
College’s Sisters Chapel.
The Spelman College Jazz 
Ensemble was organized in the spring 
of 1983 to give Spelman students the 
opportunity to perform, leant about, 
and experience the American art form, 
"Jazz."
The Jazz Ensemble performed 18 
selections ranging from legendary jazz 
tunes such as Joe Zawinul’s "Birdland" 
and Dizzy Gillespie’s "A Night in 
Tunisa" to modem jazz songs such as 
Teena Marie’s "Portugese Love" and 
Courtney Price’s "Children of the 
Ghetto."
All of the music was arranged by 
the jazz ensemble’s director Joseph W. 
Jennings and Tommy Stewart.
Trust
Dr. Reese, who did ( not attend 
these meetings, said, "Students asked 
me to remove myself from any 
organizational process and said that 1 
should not be involved."
He also said that he did not 
suggest to students any ways of 
showing support.
Unanswered questions about the 
procedures and requirements of tenure 
led to a Town Meeting with Sister 
President Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole and 
other members of Spelman’s Senior 
Administrative Staff.
The purpose of the Town Meeting, 
held Monday, April 1, at 3:30 p.m. in 
the LLC-II Auditorium, was to enable 
students to ask questions and voice 
their (pinions in open dialogue with 
their senior administrators.
But in a meeting with students 
Thursday, April 4, in the atrium of the 
Alma Upshaw Dining Hall, interim 
chairperson of the History department 
Dr. Michael Gomez said he was 
"disturbed about the way in which 
students went at the administration 
[during the Town Meeting], in 
particular, the president. [Students 
were] very disrespectful."
He said that there seemed to be an 
assumption among students that the 
administration had done something 
wrong, but that the students had not 
gone to the administration to ask 
questions.
In recognition of the fact that the 
students’ reactions in the previous week 
were sparked by numerous unspoken 
concerns with the faculty and
In the past seven years, the 
Spelman College Jazz Ensemble has 
evolved into a unique combination of 
female vocalists and instrumentalists.
The group consists of two 
keyboardists, an assorted wind 
selection, one bass player, one 
drummer and two vocal groups.
The sound revolves around the 
vocalists harmonizing and scatting jazz 
standards with instrumental background 
and solos.
Camille Aliem, a sophomore 
sociology major who has been a 
member of the Jazz Ensemble for a 
year, said that working with the jazz 
ensemble has been a beneficial and 
positive learning experience.
"I love working with the jazz 
ensemble. I believe we (members of 
he jazz ensemble) serve as an 
inspiration to young African Americans 
to grasp a hold to jazz and blues," said 
Aliem.
. . . Us
administration, the meeting in the 
atrium was held to address students’ 
"anti-intellectual statements, statements 
of self-hatred [and] statements against 
a quality education," said dean of 
Student Affairs Dr. Freddye Hill.
"We want Spelman to be a place 
for African-American women to get a 
high quality education without having 
to deal with sexism . . . [and] virulent 
forms of racism that impede social and 
psychological development [of students] 
at other institutions," said Dean Hill. 
"[Tonight], we’re trying to say that you 
have a right and a voice to say what 
you want out of Spelman and out of 
the world."
Joined by Associate Professor of 
English Dr. Gloria Wade-Gayles and 
Dr. Gomez, Dean Hill stressed that 
"The issue is what do we (faculty 
members and administration) need to 
do to convey to you - not only our 
sisters, but our future - that we care."
Dr. Gayles stated that she was 
"wounded" if students "don’t believe 
that there are brothers and sisters at 
this school who care about [them] in a 
very special way."
Students voiced a variety of 
concerns, including large course loads, 
the primitive facilities in Giles and 
Tapley halls and the lack of publicity 
devoted to campus clubs and 
organizations, saying that notification of 
membership drives and meeting dates 
was not widespread.
Dean Hill agreed that students 
should be required to take fewer 
courses in order to devote more time
Seniors Visit Spelman
By Maricia D. Bennekin
Spring Overnight is now a yearly 
event as well as a perfect opportunity 
for high school students to get a taste 
of what college life is really like 
before officially enrolling in the fall.
This year, Spring Overnight was 
held on April 7-8.
Students from all over the country 
eagerly poured into Spelman.
According to the Admissions 
Counselor, Ms. Theodora Riley, 
approximately 250 students were to 
attend this year.
Overnight students are those who 
have been accepted to attend Spelman 
for the following Fall semester and are 
subsequently invited to visit the 
campus.
Even though this opportunity is 
open to all accepted high school 
students, all do not attend because 
space is limited and each is granted 
preference on a first come, first served 
basis.
Hostesses for those attending 
Spring Overnight are members of 
Spelman’s current student body who 
volunteer to host a senior.
Riley states that current 
Spelmanites are very cooperative in
¡Kf? iWeh' imf
and energy to their work.
She also suggested that seminar 
tables be installed in the classrooms 
and lecture halls.
After a little more than an hour, 
with the help of former Spelman 
Student Government Association 
(S.S.G.A.) president Angela Glaude 
(’88), the students and faculty members 
agreed that discussions - such as this 
one - are the kinds of better 
communication that the Spelman 
community needs.
"You are beautiful women capable 
of making a difference not only here, 
but in the outside world," Glaude said. 
"Life does not begin or end here. 
Take the negative things and turn then 
around and use them to elevate this 
campus and make a difference."
Friday afternoon, in Sisters Chapel, 
a "community meeting" was held "to 
dispel any misconceptions [about] the 
tenure of Dr. Reese and to educate on 
the tenure process and standards," said 
Katrina Myers, who presided over the 
meeting.
Myers, the newly-elected 1991-92 
S.S.G.A. president, noted that the 
meeting was not an S.S.G.A.-sponsored 
event. "I am presiding serving as a 
junior English major concerned about 
the issues," she said.
After an introduction by sophomore 
Tandra Simpkins, Veronica Stephens 
spoke about the procedure that must be 
followed for a professor to be granted 
tenure.
Citing Part II of the Faculty 
Handbook that addresses Promotions
Continued on page 10
volunteering to be hostesses, but she 
says that they could always use more 
volunteers.
The admissions staff believes that 
freshwomen are the ideal people to 
host seniors, but because of the 
enormous number of seniors attending 
this year, upperclasswomen were also 
asked to help.
A wide array of activities that the 
admissions staff had planned awaited 5 
prospective students when they arrive^ 
at Spelman on Sunday morning. ,-i
After their initial registration and 
welcoming in Sisters Chapel, a 
basketball game was held where 
incoming students had the oppqflawtowBwg 
to play with and against Spelmart*?’*^ 
Basketball Team.
Seniors also attended a "Sister 
Jam" where the freshmen dorms 
showed off their stepping abilities and 
seniors were able to mix and mingle 
with those in attendance.
For Monday, the seniors attended 
classes with their hostesses in order to 
get a better feel of what a college class 
is like.
Those interested in music went 
through musical auditions while others
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By LaWanda M. Freeman
On Thursday, April 13, 1991, 
Spelman celebrated her 110th Birthday.
The theme for Founders Day is 
"Philanthropy in Black Higher 
Education."
Many philanthropists have given to 
the Spelman family since its beginnings 
in 1881, and several of these people 
are also alumnae of Spelman.
Dr. Mary Brookins Ross (C’28), 
president of the Women’s Convention 
Auxiliary to the National Baptist 
Convention, chaired the Spelman 
College Annual Alumnae Fund Drive 
1987-88, a nationwide fundraising 
campaign, where 25 percent of 
Spelman’s alumnae participated to raise 
over $250,000. Dr. Ross, who
now lives in Detroit, was personally 
responsible for raising $85,000. She 
received an honorary degree, Doctor of 
Humane Letters, from Spelman in 
1981.
Dr. Ross was listed in the Who’s 
Who in United States Executives-1989
and in the same year was awarded the 
Third Annual Founders Spirit Award 
by our dear Sister President Dr. Cole.
Dr. Myra Smith Taylor (C’61) is 
another graduate of Spelman who has 
been dedicated to giving. Dr. Taylor 
was named First Vice President of the 
Woman’s Convention Auxiliary to the 
National Baptist Convention in 
November of 1987.
Dr. Taylor, a member of the 
Presidents Society, is a dedicated 
religious worker and former managing 
editor of the Mission, the quarterly 
magazine of the Women’s Baptist 
Convention. Dr. Taylor now lives here 
in Atlanta.
A number of alumnae-coordinated 
activities have helped to give Spelman 
recognition in various major cities 
across the country and one such event 
was a reception held in Washington, 
D.C., by Dr. Audrey Forbes Manley 
(C’55) in honor of Dr. Cole, during the 
1989-90 annual fundraising drive.
Dr. Manley, the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Health in the nation’s 
capital, gave the 1989 Founders Day 
address. She graduated from Johns 
Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public 
Health with a master’s in Public Health. 
Dr. Manley chaired the Spelman 
College Annual Alumnae Fund Drive 
for two terms in 1989-91 and raised 
nearly $700,000.
Through the efforts of Elynor A. 
Williams (C’66), Chicago’s major 
corporations and foundations learned of 
Spelman and her great programs. Ms. 
Williams is the Vice President of 
Public Responsibility at Sara Lee 
Corporation and lives in Chicago.
Two other alumnae responsible for 
laige contributions to Spelman are Mrs. 
Estelle Bailey Webster (C’29), a retired 
teacher and children’s librarian, living 
in Detroit, and Ms. Carolyn Smith 
Stallworth (C’69), the Area Education 
Systems Manager for IBM. Both 
ladies are members of the Presidents 
Society.
Spelman has received millions of 
dollars from generous people such as 
the Cosbys. In November of 1988 at 
the inauguration of our Sister President, 
Dr. William and Camille Cosby gave 
Spelman $20 million. Approximately 
60 percent of this money will go to the 
building and furnishing of the Camille
Olivia Hanks Cosby Academic Center. 
The groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Cosby Building took place on Founders 
Day at 2 p.m. following the Founder’s 
Day Picnic.
The remainder of the Cosby Gift 
has been set aside for an endowment 
fund used for the overall benefit of the 
college including the endowment of 
Spelman’s first three chairs in the fields 
of Fine Arts, Social Sciences, and 
Humanities.
The Rockefeller family has been a 
large contributor to Spelman over the 
years and it was in 1884 that the 
Rockefellers made their first 
contribution to our institution and her 
name was officially changed from 
Atlanta Baptist Female Seminary to 
Spelman Seminary, in honor of Mrs. 
Harvey Spelman, Mrs. John D. 
Rockefeller’s mother.
This contribution led to the 
building of Spelman’s first major 
construction, Rockefeller Hall in 1886.
The Rockefeller family continued 
their generosity and made several 
contributipns to Spelman which led to 
the construction of several other 
buildings on our campus, including 
Giles Hall, Laura Spelman dormitory (a 
memorial to Laura Spelman 
Rockefeller), Sisters Chapel (dedicated 
by John D. Rockefeller in honor of his 
mother and aunt, the Spelman sisters), 
Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Hall (named 
for Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.), the 
John D. Rockefeller Jr. Fine Arts 
Building, Bessie Strong dormitory, 
Morehouse James dormitory, MacVicar 
Hospital, Reynolds Cottage, the 
Fountain, and the fence surrounding 
our campus.
By Elisa Smith
During convocation Tuesday, April 
9, three Spelman students were 
presented monetary awards for their 
participation in the Founders Day Essay 
Contest.
Connie Marshall, the Business 
Development Manager for Youth and 
Ethnic Markets at the Atlanta Coca- 
Cola Bottling Co., presented Crystal 
Irene Drake with $500 for her winning 
essay on the theme "What I Value 
Most About My Spelman Experience."
In her essay, the rising senior 
English major stated that Spelman’s 
most valuable gift to her has been "the 
honest chance and honest space to 
decide what my dreams are while 
being encouraged and challenged to 
make sure they reflect the reality of 
what it is to be black and female in 
America, and in the world. . .
"Spelman affirmed an idea that has 
been a part of my life since its 
beginning; I must completely and with 
all my zeal, love for the sake of loving 
and work for the sake of others. The 
first woman I ever knew, the first one 
I ever loved, my mother, a Spelman 
woman, taught me that."
Her reading of this essay yielded a 
standing ovation from her Spelman 
sisters.
Heather Meisenheimer, an exchange 
student from Bryn Mawr College in 
Philadelphia, won second place and 
was awarded $300.
Meisenheimer, who is from 
Wisconsin, plans to enroll in a law 
program upon completion of Spelman 
this spring.
Freshman English major Omnika 
Simmons, who is from Mississippi, 
won $200 for third place in the 
contest.
The contest was co-sponsored by 
the Spelman Student Affairs Division 
and the Atlanta Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
In One Word . . . 
EXTRAORDINARY
(From left to right) Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Robert Holland Jr., Architect Donna Dijouhn, Sister 
President Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole, Mrs. Camille Cosby, 
Dr. William H. Cosby, and Student Trustee Gretchen 
Givens
(From left to right) Robert Holland Jr., Laura Spelman 
Rockefeller Chasin, Laurance Spelman Rockefeller, 
Mary French Rockefeller, Gretchen Givens 
(In rear) Sister Camille
Sister Prez and Dr. Bill
Gretchen, Dr. Bill and President of the National Council 
of Negro Women Dr. Dorothy Height
Happy 110th,
The Spelman College Jazz Ensemble
Special thanks to Dr. Freddye Hill for the photos.
Spelman!
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Gifted Gifts:
Nikki Giovanni and Alice Walker
|By Riché Richardson
Nikki Giovanni, an acclaimed 
I African-American poet, lectured March 
30 at the Martin Luther King 
| International Chapel.
Ms. Giovanni’s talk was rather 
I thought-provoking, for she addressed 
I numerous issues.
According to Ms. Giovanni, 
¡societal perspectives must change for
| societal progress.
"We must change the way that men 
land women look at each other; we 
must change the way that black and 
white people look at each other," she 
I said.
Ms. Giovanni stressed self- 
| preservation.
She stated that "the way black men 
| kill each other, you’d think that there 
| was a surplus somewhere."
The importance of community 
I service was a motif in Ms. Giovanni’s 
I address.
She urged students to volunteer. 
"Who is going to carry us into the 21st
| century if we don’t," she said.
Furthermore, she encouraged 
I students to find a way to love 
somebody and to make a commitment 
| to themselves.
"Believe in yourself and believe in
somebody else’s dreams. . . Find 
someone to love and to believe in your 
dreams."
Also, Ms. Giovanni stated that you 
have to give something back to be 
somebody. She believes that "the best 
way to get what you want is to give it 
away."
To the delight of individuals in the 
audience, the prolific poet concluded 
her lecture by sharing some of her 
worksi.
When explaining the significance of 
"Nikki Rosa," one of her most popular 
poems, Ms. Giovanni stated that it was 
written to counteract the presumptuous 
statements that many biographers would 
make about her youth-a youth during 
which she was "quite happy."
"I didn’t want anyone to define my 
life," she said.
After Ms. Giovanni finished her 
lecture, she entertained questions from 
the audience.
When asked if there was ever a 
time curing which she questioned the 
worth of her works, Ms. Giovanni 
replied that she has always thought she 
was good.
In her opinion, "If you don’t get a 





Novelist, poet, role model.




Presenting a side less seen, prolific 
writer Alice Walker read 17 poems 
Tuesday, April 17, at the Shrine of the 
Black Madonna.
To a captive audience that filled 
the sanctuary, Walker shared her 
political views, her experiences in love 
and her appreciation for history.
Walker began the reading with a 
tribute to South African activist Winnie 
Mandela, poetically terming her the 
"contemporary face of the mother of 
the human race."
Walker challenged the audience to 
spiritually send love to Winnie and 
Nelson Mandela.
Then, working within the silence of 
the moment, Walker read her thoughts 
and feelings in monotone voice, 
allowing the words to reach her 
audience.
A season.
"Expect nothing" and "Be Nobody’s 
Darling" were for a time of emptiness.
"Did Your Mother Go Through I 
This?" and "Gift" were for a season of J 
disarray.
"Every Morning" and "Poem at 39" J 
were for a season of age.
"Each One Pull One" and "Telling" 
fit every season.
From a student’s nouveaul 
viewpoint, Walker appeared to be ] 
confident and commanding.
Dreadlocks and casual dress 1 
defined her as she entered and left to I 
a standing response from the audience, i 
"You’ll have three minutes fori 
pictures," she said, then instructed thei 
audience to stop taking pictures; one of I 
the few times Walker would speak! 
outside of her readings.
And with this glimpse of speech, I 
Walker’s personality might be hard to I 
pinpoint. But perhaps all that is f 
needed to know can be found in one of I 
Walker’s most striking poems "Each I 
One Pull One."
"Each one pull one back into the 
sun. . . We who have stood over 
so many graves know no matter 
what, all of us must live, or 
none."
"The good thing about being in my I 
40s is that I can tell you all what I’ve I 
experienced so that you can leam from i 
it," Walker said.
Jenelsie Holloway Presents 
"In Retrospect"
By Carrie Allison Givhan
"In Retrospect," a selection of 
paintings that cover the 1940s through 
the present by Jenelsie Walden 
Holloway, is currently on display in the 
Upper Concourse of Manley College 
Center.
A graduate of Spelman, Holloway 
also attended the Chicago Art Institute 
and went on to chair the art 
departments of Prairie View College 
and Dillard University.
Holloway has taught in the 
Spelman College Department of Art 
since 1952, and chaired it from 1952- 
64 and 1979-89.
Although Holloway has been well 
known in the art department for many 
yeaisr^kt Retrospect" may be the first 
time some other members of the 
Spelman community have come into 
contact --with her work. Thus, 
Holloway clarified the themes of her 
paintings by saying that many have 
"dance and religious overtones".
Holloway is inspired by several 
other themes as well.
"Whenever something happens in 
the world that seems significant, it 
seems to inspire me," she said.
Specifically, Holloway discussed
certain works from "In Retrospect" and 
their meanings.
The painting "Inner Side of Pale" 
deals with things that appear to be pure 
and white, yet are not actually as pure 
as they seem.
Another painting entitled "Liberty" 
iS a "semi-abstraction" which, as 
Holloway pointed out, is full of 
symbolism that includes parts of the 
flag and the Statue of Liberty.
"Camelion," part of the Atlanta 
University collection, focuses on the 
common reality of "people being Black 
but being absorbed into the White 
world. . . [or] Blade people not 
knowing who they are."
Other paintings that have themes 
that address the problems of Black 
people in the world are "Eternal Bull," 
"Becoming," and two others called 
"Limbo" that relate to the status of 
people and the human condition.
The war in the Persian Gulf was 
also an inspiration to Holloway. With 
this theme in mind, she created the 
series "Lines in the Sand" which 
includes "New Eaden," "Limbo" and 
"The Fire Next Time" (a title inspired 
by James Baldwin).
Holloway not only talked about her 
work, she also mentioned her concern 
for Spelman students.
Holloway believes that courses on 
African and Afro-American culture 
should be required.
In her experiences in teaching 
African art, which is the foundation of 
our history, her students have known 
very little. After completing the class 
they have been impressed with their 
new knowledge of what they leam 
about themselves.
The Spelman College community is 
forever indebted to Holloway for her 
hard work and dedication to our art 
department.
Many students have benefited from 
her teaching including Vamette 
Honeywood, a noted artist, and Bary 
Garther, a famous art critique.
Holloway notes that all of 
Spelman’s Fine Art department has 
helped to inspire the art students.
And now, as Holloway prepares for 
retirement, what is her greatest 
memory? The students!
Let’s make certain "In Retrospect" 
becomes a part of our cultural memory 
by stopping to view the paintings by 





By Maricia D. Bennekin
Come <me, come all and let’s have
a ball! (A basketball that is!) Spring 
basketball is now underway in an effort 
to get a headstart on the 1991-92 
season. Spring basketball is not 
limited to those interested in being a 
part of Spelman’s basketball team. It 
is also a perfect opportunity for 
students to come out and improve their 
ball-handling skills, muscle tone, 
shooting and overall game. Practice is 
held Mondays through Thursdays from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. There are only two 
weeks left, so all interested persons 
should make a conscious effort to 
attend. For more information contact 
Coach Kathy Richey-Walton at 223- 
7593.
Page 9 April 30, 1991
Illustration by Aurellia James.
My Sisters, Speak Out!
By Susan Levy
It’s funny what I can’t forget. It 
was only four years ago, but my how 
much has changed.
I remember witnessing a 
community of vocal sisters.
It was that use of freedom of 
speech that made me want to come to 
Spelman College.
Sisters, I can’t forget the beginning 
of our silence.
It started my freshman year when 
the student body allowed the 
administration to make Angela Glaude, 
who was then S.S.G.A. President, step 
down because she was pregnant.
I can’t forget the last time Spelman 
women spoke out against girls wearing 
bathing suits in pageants.
It was the last time my class (we 
were only sophomores then) spoke out. 
We boycotted the Ms. Sophomore 
Class Pageant.
But why have our voices been 
silenced?
Sisters, do you realize the issues 
that we have allowed to slip by and 
decisions made without letting our
voices be heard?
You can graduate with a 2.0 grade 
point average, but without a 3.0 
G.P.A., you cannot participate in any 
extracurricular activities on campus; 
except of course, sports. (Hmmm, 
what is such a ruling implying?)
Not to mention that this not only 
applies to our campus but also to 
activities at Morehouse College.
This control prohibits you from 
activities there, but on the other hand, 
is this control used more constructively 
allowing you to get pre-registered or 
registered there?
Did you realize that while 
universities around the country are 
adopting our World Literature course 
and for two semesters, it will only be 
offered for one semester at Spelman 
College?
And we can’t forget freshman 
composition, which is also being 
reduced to one semester.
These are two classes which are 
essential to all majors, whether at the 
end of your four years you’ll be
interviewing for jobs or preparing for 
professional school by taking the GRE, 
LSAT, MCAT, or GMAT.
Don’t get me wrong. I’m not 
chastising you, for I too am guilty of 
losing my voice in silence. But it’s 
high time that we come out of that 
silence!
We must find it important to play 
a major role in helping to create the 
environment, as well as the conditions 
of that environment, in which we strive 
to develop ourselves intellectually, 
spiritually, and socially.
If college is to be a preparatory 
ground and we are silent now, we will 
NOT be prepare to speak out against 
the injustices in the society in which 
we live.
All right, so you tell me it is the 
responsibility of our student 
government. (First, though, remember 
whether or not you voted.) Besides, it 
is our responsibility to hold the student 
government accountable.
Sisters, I am calling to you to 
speak out and make your voices heard.
Make a firm commitment to your 
institution, for it is YOURS.
Take an active role in helping to 
direct it.
Remember that you come from an 
institution that has a history of giving 
birth to leaders.
Give birth to yourselves through 
the use of your voices. Do not allow 
the Spelman College community to be 
defined 'by humility, conformity, and 
even worse, APATHY. neml»-
What is terribly frightening iS.the 
future implications and results of our f 
perpetual silence. .orillA
Remember, the reputation of cun* 
college is at stake. We can’t aifordto 
leave Spelman to anyone else, to.-, am
It’s all of our responsibility, nan-iaq
We took on that responsibility 
when we sent in our deposits after J 
receiving our acceptance letters. , ;
Sisters, dare to define what it is 
you want from Spelman, and push her 
to a new frontier.
Get tired of merely existing here, 
for that is insufficient.










One of the long-standing traditions
at Spelman College is for the freshman 
class to set aside one week at the 
beginning of the second semester for 
the freshmen to participate in a 
Freshman Week competition.
The purpose of having a 
competition is to "bring about unity, 
not only with the dorms, but with the 
class as well," said freshman class 
president Tuere Bowles.
A "bold, daring" statement made by 
the class of 1994 was to change the 
traditionally called "Freshman Week" to 
"Freshwoman Week."
This year’s Freshwoman Week 
began on Sunday, March 17, in Sisters 
Chapel.
There was a candlelight vigil, with 
94 lit candles symbolic of the class of 
1994, to open the week’s events.
At the vigil, students were given a 
list of the week’s events.
"Unlike the past years," said 
Bowles, "we did a good job of letting 
students know what was going on for 
the week."
The winner of Freshwoman Week 
was the dorm that had the highest 
percentage of participants in the 
activities scheduled for the week.
A select group of women 
representing each of the four dorms 
was required to perform in a step show 
competition at the end of the week that 
would also earn points toward their 
victory.
The Abby African-American Quiz 
Bowl, sponsored by the ladies of Abby 
Hall, began the Freshwoman Week 
competition.
Ten ladies from each dorm 
answered an array of trivia questions 
with African-American themes. 
Howard-Herrald and LLC-I were 
eliminated in the first round.
After an intense battle between the 
remaining competitors, Packard and 
Abby, a winner emerged - Abby Hall.
Tuesday’s events offered fun and 
excitement for all involved.
During the 11 a.m. convocation, 
sponsored by the ladies of Packard 
Hall, the freshman class was graced 
with the eloquent prose of Patricia 
Russel McLeod.
McLeod, a lawyer from 
Indianapolis, told the class to reach for 
the clouds and settle for nothing less.
Tuesday evening, the ladies of 
Howard-Herrald Hall sponsored the 
"Newly-Roomie Game," based on the 
popular television game show, "The 
Newly-Wed Game."
Two roommates from each dorm 
were randomly chosen from the 
audience to participate.
That night, members from each 
dorm performed five-minute skits with 
an array of subject matter.
Howard-Herrald recaptured the first
weeks at Spelman. Packard Hall 
addressed the problem of roaches in 
their dorm and Abby Hall told the 
audience that Spelman tradition and 
sisterhood should govern, not the place 
of residence.
On Wednesday, LLC-I sponsored 
movie night.
A different movie was shown in 
each dorm. The movies shown were 
"Steel Magnolias," "Mo’ Better Blues," 
"Driving Miss Daisy," and "House 
Party."
In order to receive Freshwoman 
Week credit, the freshmen had to view 
a movie in a dorm other than their 
own.
One event during the week that is 
always exciting is "Freshwoman Spirit 
Day."
Residents of all dorms gather on 
the steps in front of Manley Center to 
engage in spirit-filled song and cheers 
led by the Freshwoman Week 
cheerleaders.
All freshmen are required to wear 
the class t-shirt on that day to show 
unity.
An unexpected treat occurred when 
our Sister President Dr. Cole came out 
to sing the Spelman Hymn with the 
freshman class.
The class presented a fashion show 
Thursday evening in Sisters Chapel.
The chairwomen of the show Nikki 
Martin, Saaeda Gayle and Lynn 
Jollivette did an excellent job of 
coordinating the event.
Talented women, along with the 
help of some of the members of the 
freshman class at Morehouse, modeled 
an assortment of clothing from some of 
Atlanta’s top fashion boutiques.
The Freshman Ball, was an 
especially memorable event.
The ball was held Friday in both 
the upper concourse and the lower 
concourse of Manley Center.
The young ladies and their escorts 
were able to swing to the soulful 
sounds of jazz in the upper concourse, 
while nibbling on the delectable hors 
d’oeuvres in the dining area.
After midnight, the party moved to 
the lower level, where D.J. "call me 
Cupid" Tron continued the mood with 
the blissful lullabies of love songs.
For weeks, the entire freshman 
class looked forward to Saturday, the 
last day of Freshwoman Week.
In Read Hall, hundreds of students 
gathered to witness the step show.
For weeks and weeks, the dorms 
practiced, making sure each movement 
was performed with precision and style.
The unity team, comprised of 
members from each of the four 
freshman dorms, stepped first.
LLC-I (Di Lambda Chi), Howard- 
Herrald (HH Phi Beta), and Abby 




Sophomore Week was held March 
24-28.
The theme, "Jubilee," was taken 
from Margaret Walker’s novel Jubilee.
The sophomore class wanted the 
week to be a celebration of 
togetherness and unity throughout the 
entire Atlanta University Center.
All AUC schools were involved in 
planning the week’s activities.
The planners wanted the week to 
include educational as well as 
entertaining activities.
To kick off the week, sophomores’ 
worshiped in Sisters Chapel Sunday 
morning. They had a picnic in the 
oval from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
They sold refreshments and 
sandwiches to the crowd of people who 
came out to enjoy the sun and nice 
weather.
Teachers, Tenure, Trust ... Us
Continued From page 5
and Tenure, the freshman English 
major noted that tenure is permanent 
employment with the College "granted 
only to those eligible full-time faculty 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
academic accomplishment, intellectual 
distinction, and continued promise as 
well as service to the College."
In addition to providing the 
information given by Stephens at the 
community meeting, the Spotlight 
interviewed some faculty members and 
administrators.
Provost Dr. Ruth Simmons said, 
"Faculty who receive tenure are 
expected to have demonstrated 
excellence in college service, excellence 
in teaching and excellence in 
scholarship.
"People rarely disagree about 
excellence in community and college 
service and excellence in teaching. An 
area of common and passionate 
disagreement is excellence in 
scholarship.
"Scholarship includes published 
works in refereed publications (i.e. 
judged and approved by expert peers in 
the field); original, significant, 
professional contributions within their 
discipline; leadership at the national 
level in professional organizations; 
presentations at learned society 
meetings, etc."
Additionally, the Faculty Handbook 
states that "a faculty member who 
receives an unfavorable tenure decision 
may remain at the College for an 
additional year without tenure pursuant 
to a one-year terminal contract."
Consideration of a faculty member 
for tenure may be initiated by a 
recommendation by the chairperson of 
the faculty member’s department, by a 
request for consideration for tenure by 
the faculty member to his/her
Monday night was movie night. 
The movie shown was "The King of 
New York."
Tuesday night, the sophomore class 
hosted a forum with the Association of 
Black Colleges to discuss racism on 
college campuses.
Wednesday night was bowling 
night at Fair Lanes. Buses left the 
campus every hour to take students to 
Fair Lanes. The shoes were free, even 
though everyone had to pay for their 
game.
The sophomore ball was scheduled 
for Thursday but was cancelled and 
will be rescheduled.
Overall, the turnout for the week’s 
activities was fair.
The class council would like to 
thank all for participating and 
supporting class activities.
department chairperson who will then 
transmit such request to the Committee 
on Faculty Personnel, or by a direction 
from the President or the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and 
Dean to the Committee on Faculty 
Personnel, says the handbook.
Die faculty member is "advised 
that the Committee on Faculty 
Personnel is considering the matter of 
his/her . . . tenure . . . and will be 
given the opportunity to submit 
materials which he/she believes will b< 
helpful to an adequate consideration of 
his/her circumstances."
After the committee reviews the 
materials and evaluates the faculty 
member, the committee submits a 
recommendation to the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Dean, "and 
shall notify the member in writing of 
its recommendation."
The Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Dean then makes a 
recommendation to the President and 
informs the faculty member in writing 
of the recommendation.
The President then reviews the 
recommendation, makes a decision and 
- in the event of a favorable 
recommendation - submits her 
recommendation to the Board of 
Trustees.
If the recommendation is favorable, 
the Board makes the final decision and 
the President informs the faculty 
member of the decision in writing. 
However, if the recommendation is 
unfavorable, the President’s decision is 
a final one and she informs the Board 
of this decision.
According to the Faculty 
Handbook, "In the event of an 
unfavorable recommendation on 
promotion or tenure by the Committee 
on Faculty Personnel or Vice President
Continued on page 11
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Anchored Against Racism
By Terrence Johnson
Upon turning on their television 
sets, to watch the evening news, the 
only African-American males that 
Atlantans are likely to see are either 
African-American males being arrested 
for selling drugs or for assault and 
battery, or African-American males 
being viciously clubbed and kicked by 
police officers.
With three major networks in a 
city populated significantly by African- 
Americans, citizens of Atlanta will only 
see one African-American male on the' 
6 p.m. and 11 p.m. news.
His name is Joe Washington and 
he is a sports anchor for WXIA-TV 
channel 11.
Washington has been with the 
station since 1976.
He began as a weekend anchor and 
reporter, and he hoped to ultimately 
become an evening anchor on the 6 
p.m. and 11 p.m. news.
"I came at a time when the station 
was growing," said Washington.
Washington remained in that 
position for approximately three years 
until he became co-anchor of the 
"Noon Show."
Although Washington’s possibility 
of becoming an evening anchor was 
promising, he decided to hire a talent 
agent to help him improve his on-air
personality.
"I was working with a handicap; 
the value of a black male anchor was 
questionable during that period," 
Washington said.
While some proponents of the 
media are reluctant to say that 
Washington experienced racism, 
claiming that he lacked the necessary 
qualifications for a promotion, 
Washington’s background is quite 
impressive.
Washington wai undoubtedly an 
ambitious student.
When the average college 
journalism student was taking speech 
for Broadcasting 214 or Journalism 
101, Washington was working for an 
ABC station.
As a student at Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, 'Washington, he 
drove a total of 140 miles a day in 
order to work 20 hours a week at an 
ABC station located in Seattle.
"As an intern reporter, I used 
television as a way of working my way 
through college," said Washington.
After graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in communications, Washington 
moved to Denver, where he was a 
reporter for seven months.’ He then 
moved to Atlanta and begad working 
for channel 11.
Unfortunately, despite the fact that 
Washington had worked in top 20 
affiliate stations since his career began, 
the management at channel 11 opted 
not to offer Washington an anchor 
position; thus, he remained on the 
"Noon Show."
By this time, Washington had 
begun contemplating the idea of 
relocating to another city.
"I made an attempt to leave the 
station, but no one was looking for a 
black male anchor," he said.
A few months later, the 
management offered him an opportunity 
to become a sports anchor on the 5:30 
p.m. news show.
"Initially, I said no; often blacks 
are stereotyped as only sports anchors," 
said Washington.
Moreover, he was not very familiar 
with sports and he had never reported 
on any sporting events.
"However, over a period of time, I 
became disillusioned with becoming an 
anchor, so I decided to accept the 
position of sports anchor," he said. 
"Eventually, I began to have fun. 
After three years on the 5:30 p.m. 
news show, I switched to the 6 p.m. 
and 11 p.m. news as a sports anchor," 
Washington said.
Washington had to become familiar
with sports without the help of anyone. 
According to him, "I still do not feel 
100 percent comfortable; I am still 
learning."
Although Washington has yet to 
become a news anchor, he is actively 
encouraging teens to realize that they 
possess the ability to become 
accomplished individuals.
"1 take very seriously that I am the 
only black male on television during 
the evening news in a city with a 
population of 60 percent black," he 
said. "I speak at schools and prisons 
to inspire hope within the lives of 
individuals who feel helpless."
Washington realizes the importance 
of having accessible role models.
"My father and my brother [who 
has a doctorate] were my role models," 
said Washington. "Also, living within Ob-, 
a small community meant that role 
.models were easy to find."
Therefore, Washington realizes the 
importance of giving back to the 
community which nurtured him by 
encouraging teenagers to realize that 
they have self-worth.
Washington provided a bit of 
advice for individuals who are aspiring 
to better themselves: "Realize that you 
are an important individual, and learn 
to take chances."
Teachers, Tenure, Trust ... Us
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for Academic Affairs and Dean, a 
faculty member may appeal to the 
President."
If the President deems it 
appropriate, she may request 
reconsideration by the Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Dean or the 
Committee on Faculty Personnel or 
both.
After reconsideration, a final 
recommendation is submitted to the 
President, who, in consultation with the 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and" Dean, makes a final decision and 
recommendation to the Board of 
Trustees.
In that case, the Board makes the 
final tenure decision and communicates 
it to the President, who then informs 
the faculty member of the decision in 
writing.
Dr. June Aldridge, professor and 
chairperson of the English department, 
said, "The department plays a role in 
[the process of] tenure/promotion only 
in terms of peer evaluation and the 
chairperson’s recommendation which 
are submitted to the appropriate 
committee.
"Sometimes faculty members write 
letters for a colleague who is going up 
for tenure."
After Stephens’ explanation of the 
tenure process, Myers continued the 
meeting with a discussion responding 
to rumors about a rally that was 
supposed to have been held that 
afternoon.
According to students’ "word-of- 
mouth" plans, during the rally, students 
supporting Dr. Reese would have worn 
black and students supporting Dr. Cole 
would have worn white.
The rally was ultimately cancelled
and students opted to have the 
-"community meeting" instead.
Myers said that by wearing those 
colors in a rally, "We’re telling 
America that we’re having a fight 
between White and Black. We don’t 
have to say anything about racism; our 
clothes said it all."
Omnika Simmons, a freshman 
English major, spoke on behalf of 
"those who decided to wear white."
She said that she did not realize 
the racial implications suggested by 
those colors and was disappointed that 
a show of support could so easily turn 
into something distinctly racist.
Senior Susan Levy, who had made 
an appeal to students to support Dr. 
Reese during an S.S.G.A. debate, said 
that a rally, or demonstration, was not 
intended.
She apologized, saying that she and 
other students had "no information at 
all. We were acting on emotions. We 
had only spoken to Dr. Reese and had 
only heard one side of the story.
"We allowed ourselves to be 
manipulated by the situation. I’m 
angry because I feel [that] when the 
whole truth isn’t told, you lie by 
omission."
Levy said she believes students and 
professors have a special bond that is 
based on respect and that she "listened 
to what Dr. Reese had to say" based 
on that bond.
Spelman graduate Dawn Jackson 
(’87) reinforced that idea by saying, 
"It’s important that the Spelman body 
of students understand that there is a 
process to everything . . . Before you 
get personally involved in anything, 
you have to know everything."
Jackson also reminded students to
recognize their obligation to the 
alumnae, noting the importance of 
networking and using the knowledge 
and support of others.
The floor was then opened for 
comments and questions from the 
audience.
Monty Givhan, a senior at 
Morehouse, said, "That (emotion for 
Dr. Reese) is personal and this 
(whether or not Dr. Reese is granted 
tenure) is political. . . Through her 
record, Dr. Cole has earned the benefit 
of the doubt."
Rev. Joy Browne, Spelman’s 
assistant minister, said that we must 
learn to separate our emotions in order 
to ensure validity in what we say, but 
"in honor of our foremothers," she 
challenged us to use these emotions 
and ask questions when necessary.
"Be proactive," she said. "When 
you’re proactive, you’re able to 
anticipate problems before they come."
By the end of the meeting, 
students’ anxiety changed to curiosity 
about how to improve academic and 
social life on Spelman’s campus.
Dean Hill noted that students are 
"on every [faculty] committee except 
tenure" and thus, have a very important 
part in deciding "the character, texture 
and climate of Spelman."
In a personal interview Monday, 
April 8, Dr. Reese said he had "never 
heard any students say that," referring 
to Levy’s comments at the forum 
Friday. "I’m very concerned if students 
feel I’ve manipulated them. What 
seems to me is happening here is a 
very classic case of victimizing the 
victim."
Dr. Reese said that he "never told 
anybody anything that wasn’t true" and 
that he did not know why he was not
granted tenure.
He said that he requested in writing 
reasons why he had been denied tenure 
and that he had received a letter from 
Dr. Cole to his family saying that 
reasons will be given after the Board 
has met.
The Board of Trustees met April 
16-17.
In a follow-up interview, Dr. Reese 
cited favorable results from student 
evaluations and long waiting lists of 
students wanting to take his World 
Literature course.
"If it’s unprofessional for me to tell w 
you this, I’m sorry," he said. "It’s in 
writing. I got these things back; 
Students filled them out."
Dr. Reese said that he was unaware 
of any personal deficiencies in the 
three criteria (teaching effectiveness, 
scholarly achievement and college' 
service) on which faculty members are 
evaluated.
"I deeply, deeply regret having to 
leave Spelman and if I’ve caused any 
Spelman student any emotional distress 
in the six years that I’ve been here, I’m 
very sorry," said Dr. Reese.
In a breakfast with outgoing and 
newly-elected S.S.G.A. officers, Dr.
Cole noted that information regarding 
Dr. Reese is confidential.
She said that she’s learned from 
this situation that "we need better 
communication."
She challenged S.S.G.A. president­
elect Katrina Myers and other officers 
to make 1991-92 a "year of 
information sharing."
She also urged students to 
participate in the S.S.G.A. saying, '*• 
"Spelman is the exceptional experience.
[We] won’t .accept only 10 percent 
participation of Ali^f group."
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Dr. Ben Carson Speaks to Spelmanites
By Elisa Smith
"It’s totally impossible to overloac 
your brain," said Dr. Ben Carson, 
director of pediatric neurosurgery at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, in a speech 
Feb. 15 in the LLC-II Auditorium at 
Spelman College.
Dr. Carson, 37, in 1987 performed 
the first successful separation of 
Siamese twins joined at the back of the 
head.
His speech to parents and students 
was in celebration of Family Weekend 
1991 at Spelman College. Sponsored 
by Spelman’s Living and Learning 
Program and the SOAR Corporation, 
Dr. Carson spoke seriously but 
humorously for about an hour on his 
transition from growing up "poor, 
battling aggressive roaches and rats" in 
Detroit with his mother (who only had 
a third-grade education), to becoming a
orld-renowned "life-saver."
He spoke of going from being 
"the dumbest kid in the class to the 
smartest kid in the class."
He said that after continuous 
academic failure by him and his 
brother, their mother only allowed them 
to watch two television shows daily 
which she selected.
His mother also required them to 
check out two books weekly from the 
library and write a report on each.
"Little did we know that she 
couldn’t read," he said with a laygh.
Dr. Carson attributes much of his
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met with department heads. They then 
prepared to return home.
While the seniors were busy with 
their activities, their parents were also 
following a rigorous schedule that was 
mapped out by the admissions staff.
Most of the seniors stated that they 
wanted to attend Spelman because they 
believed it was a good school.
academic success to his reading. 
Through it, he said, he acquired an 
interest in rocks and geology.
An interest in classical music also 
peaked as a result of Dr. Carson’s 
reading hobby.
"People thought I was strange for 
wanting to relate to classical music," 
he said. "I guess I was ... this Black 
kid in Motown listening to Mozart."
But Dr. Carson’s interest in 
classical music was foiled by his desire 
to compete in the College Bowl, a quiz 
show during which students from 
various colleges and universities 
competed to answer factual questions.
Why was he so interested in the 
College Bowl?
Because he believed the 
contestants were some of the smartest 
people in America, and he wanted to 
join them. He decided that the winner 
of that year’s College Bowl would 
decide which college he would attend.
The competition was between 
Harvard and Yale. Dr. Carson, "with 
only $10 for the application fee," 
watched the competition, and when
Yale won, he applied.
He believes that his interest in 
classical music presented a common 
ground between him and the 
interviewer at Yale.
Dr. Carson cited bouts with racism 
that he had to endure and offered some 
anecdotes for dealing with the racism
Others stated that they had other 
family members who had or are 
currently attending Spelman or other 
Atlanta University Center schools and 
this was a deciding factor for them.
Angela Thomas, a senior from 
Douglasville, Georgia, said that she 
was excited, enthusiastic, and pleased 
with what she saw and was 100
he faced as a Black student at Yale, 
and as a Black physician now.
He jokingly said, "I got interested 
in this type of surgery (neurosurgery) 
because of all the people who nearly 
had seizures when they found out I 
was Black."
But seriously, he said, "I think 
it’s important for people of other ethnic 
persuasions to see that African- 
Americans can compete with them on 
any level."
He believes that attending 
predominantly white schools and 
pursuing professions dominated by 
whites is one of the best ways to 
eradicate the problem of racism. "The 
more they see us in these fields, the 
less ‘shocked’ they are," he said.
Dr. Carson gave some advice to 
Black youngsters about handling 
relationships.
"In high school, we should start 
teaching our young ladies to look up to 
young men who are developed 
intellectually, not on a field running 
around with a pigskin with nothing up 
here," he said, pointing at his head. 
"Maybe then, [young ladies] would 
start seeing a change in the response 
[they] get from men."
He also urged that we become 
more aware of the facts when choosing 
a perspective career.
When offered the scholarships and 
fame, many of our young athletes don’t 
realize that only "seven in one million
percent sure that she would be 
enrolling at Spelman in the fall.
Alexis Greene, a senior from New 
York, stated that she, too, was 
impressed with Spelman, but had not 
decided which college she would be 
attending in the fall.
Antrice Eddie, a freshman hostess, 
said that she was eager for Spring
will make it as starters for the NBA, 
and that their careers will last an 
average of 2 to 3 years," he said.
Offering some study hints to 
students, Dr. Carson stressed the 
importance of "not socializing too 
much," but instead keeping a strong 
focus on your purpose in college, a 
problem he says he had in school.
"You waste a lot of money when 
you learn by cramming," he said. 
"You’d learn much more if you 
practiced in-depth learning, where you 
learn for learning itself and not for a 
test."
He also warned that students be 
cautious in dealing with their "PEERS 
- People who Encourage Errors, 
Rudeness and Stupidity."
In his autobiography Gifted 
Hands: The Ben Carson Story, Dr. 
Carson encourages all to "THINK BIG: 
T= Talent, Time; H= Hope, Honesty; 
1= Insight; N= Nice; K= Knowledge; 
B= Books; 1= In-depth Learning; G= 
God."
He explains these concepts by 
saying: recognize, develop and use 
your God-given talents; learn the 
importance of time; anticipate good 
things; be honest; listen and learn from 
others; be nice to all people; 
knowledge is the key to all your 
dreams; develop good reading skills; 
acquire knowledge and compound that 
knowledge; and never get too big for 
hi—
Overnight to arrive because she 
remembered how much fun it was for 
her to visit Spelman the previous year 
and that she wanted to share that same 
experience with someone else.
Other hostesses stated that they 
were pleased with the organization of 
Spring Overnight and they thought that 
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will award what is available prior to 
registration and indicate to Student 
Accounts that the aid is available for 
disbursement. This group of student 
will be informed whether they art 
required to see the Office of Student 
Financial Services during registration 
following completion of verification.
♦The Registrar’s Office will need to 
provide ¿.listing of students who are 
pre-registered. The Financial Aid 
Office will move the awards of pre­
registered students who have completed 
all requirements with Financial Aid by 
informing, the Office of Student 
Accounts to disburse their aid.
Marva Tanner is the Executive Director of 
the Office of Student Financial Services.
By
Probability of Financial Aid*
Incomes Aided* & Average Award 
1990-91
Income Range # Applied # Aided % Aided Avg. Award
I $0-95,999 437 437 100% $7202
$6,000$ 11,999 85 82 96% 7448
$12,000-917,999 93 93 100% 6830
$18,000-923,999 112 109 97% 6013
$24,000-929,999 134 131 98% 5868
I $30,000-934,999 92 88 96% 4784
I $35,000-939,999 62 61 98% 5357
I $40,000-949,999 103 88 85% 4479
1 $50,000-959,999 210 202 96% 4498
|$60,000 OR MORE 187 151 81% 3368
[TOTALS 1515 1442 95% $4578
1 *Income information on file at SFAO.I *These are averages awarded last year. Each family situation is different and is judged on its own merit.B Your award may, therefore, vary from the information above. It is provided only as a guide.
